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Booming business at CPL

By Ramona Harten, Director

Business is booming here at the
Cheshire Public Library! From July 1,
2005 to June 30, 2006 the library loaned
375,021 items, an increase of 5.6% over
the previous fiscal year. That means that
on average 12.8 items were loaned out for
each Cheshire resident, a number well
over the state average of 8.7 items loaned
per capita. Over the past four fiscal years,
circulation of library materials has risen
substantially. | attribute this increase to
the hard work of library staff in providing
programming, collections, and services to
better serve Cheshire’s residents. Without
a doubt, the implementation of the li-
brary’s Three-Year Plan (available for
download on our website at www.
cheshirelibrary.org) will help us to con-
tinue to tailor library services to Chesh-
ire’s needs. For instance, we’ve already
begun to implement a “4 to 1” holds-per-
copy ratio on bestsellers, which would
mean that there would never be more than
four people ahead of you on the reserve
list — which ideally means you would
have to wait no more than a few weeks for
a new book from the library.

This summer was one of the busiest
ever for our Children’s and Teen Services
staff, who managed to increase enrollment
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in the Summer Reading Program by about
50% over last year. Participants were
thrilled with our brand-new “Read Amer-
ica” library t-shirts, which they received
for free for signing up for the Summer
Reading Program. The bright colored t-
shirts were ordered from the Cheshire
Correctional Institute which has a graphic

Eli, Mia and lan Battipaglia show off their
Summer Reading Club t-shirts

arts shop. The prison in Somers refinishes
and recovers furniture. The sofas from
the children's room were sent there and
should be back soon.

This fall, the library will be offering a
diverse array of programming, from en-
hanced and expanded children’s and teen
programs to a “Connecticut Authors
Series” as part of our “Cheshire Reads”
initiative. Visit us on Saturday, Septem-
ber 9 under the Big Tent at the Chamber
of Commerce’s Fall Festival to learn more
about how the library can help you with
your informational, educational, and
recreational needs.

Many thanks go to Peter Takizawa for
another generous donation towards up-
dated technological resources at the
library. Mr. Takizawa donated $2,500 to
be used for computers and equipment for
public use by library patrons.

Special thanks to Maryann Alberino
and the other hardworking, dedicated vol-
unteers who squeezed in an extra book
sale at the library in July and ended up
bringing in nearly $1,000 to be used for
library programs and services.

Fall 2006

Chamber Orchestra Opens
Concert Series at Library

The Cheshire Public Library’s Sunday
Showcase series will open its fall season on
Sunday, September 17, 2006 at 4:00 pm
with a concert by the Connecticut Chamber
Orchestra.

Conducted by Sayard Stone, the orches-
tra will perform a program of works by
great composers, such as Mozart, Rossini,
Beethoven, Brahms, Dvorak and Holst.

The library’s Sunday Showcase
Concert Series is now in its 30" season.
Included in the fall lineup are the Glorian
Duo (flute and harp) on October 29, Fred
Moyer on the piano on November 19 and
Neal and Naomi on guitar and flute on
December 3.

All programs begin at 4:00 pm and are
free and open to the public. They are
funded by the Friends of the Library.

Cheshire Reads Connecticut
Author Series is scheduled

September 14 - Bethany novelist
Katharine Weber will inaugurate the
Connecticut Author series at 7:00 pm. Ms.
Weber’s newly released novel Triangle is
based on the notorious 1911 Triangle Shirt-
waist Factory fire. This program is co-
sponsored with the Friends of Cheshire Per-
forming Art/Artsplace.

October 26 - The Search for Major
Plagge: The Nazi Who Saved Jews by Dr.
Michael Good of Durham. Karl Plagge was
a German army officer who subverted the
system of death to save the lives of some
250 Jews. Cheshire Hadassah will co-
sponsor this program.

November 9 - Waiting for Snow in Ha-
vana by Guilford author Carlos Eire. In this
memoir, Eire describes what it was like to
grow up privileged in pre-Castro Havana
and how his childhood slowly disintegrated
after the Batista government fell.

Books for this series will be available
for sale at the library and at the Cheshire
Marketplace on Saturday, September 9.
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

DROP-IN PROGRAMS No Pre-registration needed!
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Funding for these programs has been provided by the Friends of the Cheshire Library

Summer fun at CPL - From the left - magician Jonathan Jacques befuddles the crowd; youngsters learn the art of origami; as promised,
Children’s Librarian Sue Hartley kisses Daisy the Pig.
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PLAY GAMES!
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More CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS .....
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Thanks to the staff for their
many contributions

READING CLUB

FINALE
A SUCCESS

Thanks to Rosemary Carbone and

Bits ‘n Pieces

AT&T has removed the pay phone from our
lobby. Parents especially may need to know
this if they have instructed their children to
call home for a ride.

Congratulations to Susan Olesen on her pro-
motion from Library Clerk to Library Tech-
nical Assistant.

Congratulations to staffer Cara Luciani and
her husband on the birth of their second son.
Welcome to Merry McDonnell, our new
Librarian | for Technical Support.

Copies of Katharine Weber’s book Triangle
are available for sale. The cost is $18. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of the book will benefit
Cheshire Reads. Mark your calendars for
this author’s visit and book discussion on
September 14.

Once again, Barnes & Noble in North Haven
will be offering it’s Bookfair VVoucher pro-
gram to us. Pick up your free voucher at the
library for use at B&N September 21-24,
2006. A percent of the net sale will be do-
nated to the Friends of the Library.

Susan Murphy for all of their hard work 2

in coordinating the food and raffle
prizes for the Summer Reading Club
Finale. T-Bone entertained the children |
with his Camp Muckalucka program,
Subway donated the sandwiches for the
100 attendees and McDonald’s pro-

vided the drinks.

Reading Club Finale

T-Bone entertains at the Summer ‘

Many local businesses did their part by donating the raffle prizes. Thank you
to all - Home Depot, Kookalicious, Hines, Moto Photo, Stop and Shop, Every-
body’s, CVS, Thomas Brooks Little League, Movie Gallery, Staples, Napoles
Bakery, Cheshire Barber Shop, Panache, Arthur’s Barber Shop, Holly’s Hall-
mark, Cheshire Video, ABC Garden, Dairy Queen, Pleasant Company, Norton
Farms, Cheshire Park and Rec; also, Robyn and Charlie Schwartz, Rosemary

Carbone, and Susan Murphy

Bits ‘n Pieces
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Bits ‘n Pieces

On Thursday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m., at
Barnes & Noble in North Haven, Cheshire
author Ev Cassagneres will discuss and sign
copies of his new book The Untold Story of
Lindbergh’s 1927-1928 Good Will Tours.
This is a great opportunity to help the Friends
by using a Bookfair VVoucher.

ROTARY BIRTHDAY
BOOKS

Ghislaine Mahler
Breaking Murphy’s Law: How Optimists Get
What They Want From Life

Howard Baldwin
Home Landscaping: Northeast Region, In-
cluding Southeast Canada

Shawn O’Neill
New Haven St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Paddy’s Lament: Ireland 1846-1847

John Husic
Night
Make the Rules or Your Rivals Will

Arnold Bernstein
To Cherish the Life of the World: Selected
Letters of Margaret Mead
What Happy Companies Know

Rick Ciaburri
Ambassador of Air Travel: The Untold Story
of Lindbergh’s 1927-1928
Good Will Tours

William Bengtson
Through the Eyes of the Storm: A Book Dedi-
cated to What Katrina Washed Away
Fifty Things To Do When You Turn Fifty

NEWS FROM THE ies will be used to purchase items from
the library’s wish list.
FRIENDS Friends members Martha Lape, Ve-

The first ever Beach Read paper-
back booksale in July raised nearly
$1,000! Children’s paperbacks, adult
fiction, and romance paperbacks were
featured at attractive prices. The mon-

ronica Vinarub, Deb Wylie, Leah Sand-
ers, Judy Hines, Gail Collins, Ruth
Ross, Barbara Christoff, Rita Hughes,
Betsy Fox, Elaine Edwards, Rosemary
Cwirka, Maryann Alberino and
Ramona Harten planned and worked

the sale. Thanks to them, this event and
the ongoing booksale in the lobby has
helped to increase significantly our
level of contributions to the library.

Friends meetings will resume in
September and all members are wel-
come to attend. Call the library at 272-
2245 or check the library website for
dates and time.




